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TEES VALLEY

Tees Valley is an important link in the nation’s supply chain, providing an international
gateway for the movement of goods in and out of the country, and a key hub for the
transport of domestic freight.

Tees Valley is home to almost 700,000 people, an international airport and the deepest
water port on the east coast of England. The region has a reputation for innovation
and industry and is home to the only Mayoral Development Corporation outside of
Greater London.
The freight and logistics sector is crucial for Tees Valley
and integral to our plans for economic growth and job
creation. Significant investment has already been
delivered to ensure the area has the infrastructure
to support major investments.
As part of a ten-year investment plan, £257million has
been earmarked for key transport and infrastructure
projects, such as the enhancement of the strategic rail
and road infrastructure and an allocation for local road
improvements. A further £146.5million has been

committed to provide direct support for business
growth, to enhance our infrastructure and provide
modern commercial premises.
With the Northern Powerhouse initiative seeking to
rebalance the UK economy and address the gap between
the North and the South, it is important that key sectors,
such as freight and logistics, move forward to deliver a
connected economy that drives growth across the region
and creates jobs for the future.

With around 950 enterprises located across Tees Valley,
the thriving logistics sector contributes approaching
£800million per year to the local economy. In 2017, the
number of employees in the sector across the region was
around 17,100, up by 1,200 or 7.5% on 2016. This strong
rate of annual growth compares with just a 0.7% increase
across the North of England as a whole and a 0.8%
decline nationally. Logistics is accounting for an
increasing share of Tees Valley jobs, with around 6.4% of
all Tees Valley employees working in the sector in 2017.*
Tees Valley’s excellent multimodal connections provide
unrivalled access to national and international transport
links. The area is home to the largest container port on
the North East coast and the UK’s best-connected feeder
port, accessing 13 strategic markets and connections to
the world’s largest shipping lanes.
The ten miles of operational frontage along the River
Tees offers lock-free access to the North Sea and the
area has the deepest berth on the east coast of England
for bulk cargo.
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Durham Tees Valley Airport is an important link to
international markets. Recently acquired by Tees Valley
Combined Authority, there is an ambitious ten-year plan
for the airport that will see it grow as a passenger and
freight hub.
An East Coast Main Line train station services the area
with a number of rail-connected freight facilities. There
is also well-connected warehousing and distribution
facilities, including rail-connected sites with daily
intermodal services to Felixstowe, the Scottish central
belt, South Wales and Doncaster iPort, as well as feeder
services to other east coast ports and the Continent.
Combined with Tees Valley’s low operating costs,
established supply chains, a forward-thinking approach
to inward investment and strong partnership working, you
get an exceptional destination in which to invest, work,
live and visit.

*Source ONS and EMSI
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INVESTOR CONFIDENCE

RBT
Tesco’s 1.2million sq ft warehouse
is one of the largest in Europe.
It handles non-food and general
merchandise and around 300
containers a week.

Businesses in Tees Valley are attracted by the area’s excellent infrastructure as
well as the range of services on offer here, including abnormal loads and heavy lift,
air and rail freight handling, container shipping, dry bulk, hazardous materials and
liquid bulk handling.

Leading logistics specialist Clipper
operates a 350,000 sq ft facility at
Wynyard. It has secured a number of
significant contracts with major high
street names and e-retailers.

Redcar Bulk Terminal is one of the
best deep water facilities of its type
in the UK. It operates a 320-metre
long quay which can accommodate
vessels up to 17 metres draft.

Argos
Aldi
Operating for more than 70 years,
AV Dawson manages a large road
haulage fleet and a state-of-the-art
steel store which supports the North
East automotive industry.

FAVERDALE

Lingfield
Warehousing

A1(M) ACCESS

PD owns and operates major port
assets, including Teesport estate
and the Port of Hartlepool.
Following
multimillion-pound
A Brookfield Ports Company
investment, Teesport is now one
of the UK’s most significant
multimodal hubs.

SYMMETRY PARK

A66

Able UK

A 94-acre site, now delivering
more than 1.5million sq ft for a
world-leading online retailer

A66

XPO Logistics

RIVER TEES
ESTUARY

HARTLEPOOL
PORT

TNT
Redcar Bulk
Termical

INGENIUM
PARC
Inter Terminals

A66

DARLINGTON

Durham Tees
Valley Airport

Navigator

SEAL SANDS

Tesco Distribution Centre

Rail line

ICL Bulk Terminal
Freightliner
Asda’s Teesport distribution centre
handles general merchandise and
electrical goods. The goods are
received by container, offloaded,
palletised and distributed to other
centres around the country.
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Asda Distribution Centre

P&O Ferries
Navigator
Portrack Handling

Containerships
Argos’ Darlington distribution
centre operates as a port-centric
model, using Teesport for imports
and taking advance of Tees Valley’s
infrastructure and rapid access to
national road networks.

Teesport

DARLINGTON

Able UK

Maritime Transport
Bulkhaul
AV Dawson

A19

A&P Tees Ltd
Van Oord
Svitzer Marine

Inter Terminals
InBond
A66

Able UK

LV Shipping

MP Storage & Blending
CL Prosser

DHL

Rail line

A66

SOUTH TEES
DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

Bertschi

Rail line

Cleveland Containers

WILTON
INTERNATIONAL

A66

WG Readman Ltd
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GATEWAY TO
THE WORLD
The deep-sea port complex of Tees and Hartlepool provides a significant role in
international trade. The Port has consistently been in the DfT’s UK top ten ports in terms
of cargo tonnes since the 1970s and in 2018 handled 29million tonnes, making it the sixth
biggest port in the UK. Much of the volumes are handled by large, specialist terminals
and driven by the needs of local industry with crude oil, other liquid bulks and dry bulk
products dominating tonnages.
Facilities are almost equally split between the north
and south banks of the River Tees, offering lock-free
berthing along a total of ten miles of operational river.
Almost 30 different companies operate over eighty berths,
the deepest of which are within one mile of the mouth of
the River Tees and offer a minimum depth of 17m. With
fewer limitations on maximum vessel size than most
other UK ports, the combined strengths of the facilities
have made this England’s biggest export port in terms
of cargo tonnes.
A number of smaller wharves handle a mix of cargoes or
operate engineering and support services to the offshore
and shipping sectors, while six roro berths, two container
terminals and a number of general berths specialise in
unitised and general cargo. Stevedoring operations are

6 | Logistics

supported by millions of sq ft of quayside warehousing,
including high bay and open storage. All port facilities are
well-served by quick access to the trunk road network
and several also have active railheads with existing
connections to the rest of the UK. Multimillion-pound
investments in recent years in container handling have
helped unitised traffic to become the port’s fastest
growing sector.
A truly multimodal offer, and the scale of facilities, means
that the Tees is ideally placed to provide excellent access
to both domestic and global markets. In 2018, the number
of units grew by 10%, the highest of any UK port, and the
Tees is now the largest container port on the North East
coast and the UK’s best-connected feeder hub for onward
connections to the world’s largest shipping lanes.

For unitised traffic, there are daily calls each week
operated by a number of shipping lines, including
P&O Ferries, Unifeeder and Containerships, connecting
Teesport directly with other UK deep-sea ports, and major
ports on the Continent and in the Baltic and Scandinavian
region. Daily shipping services also connect the Tees
to an extensive international trans-shipment network,
supported by direct intermodal rail services from
Teesport and the AV Dawson terminal in Middlesbrough.
These provide links to terminals at Felixstowe, South
Wales, the Scottish Central Belt and Doncaster iPort.
Rail-connected port facilities are also available at
Redcar Bulk Terminal, the Navigator terminal and
ICL’s bulk terminal.

Port-centric Solutions
Port-centric logistics offers significant benefits to
businesses. By importing goods through ports located
closer to the final customer, and locating distribution
centres closer to the port, businesses can reduce the
annual HGV miles across the country by tens of millions
each year, saving time, money and the environment.
Both Asda and Tesco have seen the benefits of operating
from distribution centres on the Teesport estate.
Tesco’s 1.2million sq ft warehouse is one of the largest
distribution centres in Europe. Other major operators
using this model include Taylors of Harrogate,
Barker and Stonehouse and Clipper Logistics, whose
840,000 sq ft warehouse at Wynyard consolidates the Asda
George’s imports into one facility, allowing them to handle
more than three million items of clothing per week.
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RAIL FREIGHT

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Tees Valley is a major hub for the movement of rail freight with more rail-linked sites
than any other comparable area in the North of England. A number of rail-connected
facilities are in operation, handling more than 100 freight trains each week, supported
by large marshalling yards at Thornaby and Middlesbrough.
There are four principal freight companies operating rail
haulage services within Tees Valley; DB Cargo, Direct
Rail Services, GBRf and Freightliner. Global rail freight
specialist Freightliner operates from an open access rail
terminal at Teesport and offers daily intermodal services
connecting to Scotland and Felixstowe. DB Cargo recently
started handling container traffic between South Wales
and AV Dawson in Middlesbrough and GBRf is now
operating a twice-daily connection to Doncaster iPort.
The Tees is the only port in the North of England with
existing intermodal rail services operating directly from
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quayside facilities. PD Ports’ container handling operation
at Teesport and A.V. Dawson’s Tees Riverside Intermodal
Park both have deep-sea berths and can handle
intermodal trains up to 692m in length, exceeding
the average length of intermodal trains currently
on the UK network.
Other rail facilities in Tees Valley handle large, bulk
movements of minerals, petroleum products, waste
and steel.

Recently brought back into public ownership, Durham Tees Valley Airport connects the
region to more than 200 global destinations with KLM Royal Dutch Airlines. There are
three daily connections to the world-renowned and award-winning Schiphol hub as well
as multiple daily flights to Aberdeen, with connectivity to the Highlands & Islands and
Scandinavia with Eastern Airways.
The airport is already home to a number of businesses
including freight forwarders, engineering companies,
aircraft dismantling and recycling experts, training
schools and extreme sports. Unique transport links mean
that any office, warehouse or hangar space at the airport
is hot property.

maintenance & industrial processes, aircraft hangarage
& storage, general industrial & logistics. There are also
a wide range of land and property opportunities for
businesses of all types and sizes.
Major airport infrastructure includes a 2,291metre
runway, CAT 6 fire cover and 24/7 air traffic control.

Opportunities at the 819-acre site include freight handling
& distribution, assembly & recycling facilities, aviation
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ROAD

SKILLS

Tees Valley has more than 250 companies operating a combined fleet of more than
3,500 lorries.
Tees Valley’s urban centres are relatively uncongested and connected by a dual carriageway network. Proximity to the
A1(M) provides fast access to the wider UK road network enabling a lorry to complete a return trip to Scotland, the North
West or the Midlands within a driver’s shift, or two return trips to South Yorkshire.
The biggest generator of road freight is now food, drink and tobacco, although the area still moves large volumes of
chemicals, other bulk products and steel.

Mammoet
Dutch giant Mammoet has delivered a massive vote of confidence to
Tees Valley by opening a new £7.2million state-of-the-art facility on the
Teesside Industrial Estate that will support its growth in the region.
The six-acre Stockton facility reflects a long-term commitment to
providing training and employment opportunities in Tees Valley. More
than 180 UK employees now operate out of the new facility, which
consists of offices, storage, workshop space, training facilities and
testing areas.
Matthew Gent, Mammoet UK Managing Director, said:
“We believe there is significant potential in the UK market, particularly
in the petrochemical, oil and gas, power, nuclear and infrastructure
sectors. The new facility, combined with our longstanding experience in
the UK, highly skilled team of professionals and extensive fleet means
we are well equipped to capitalise on opportunities in the market.”

Tees Valley invests heavily in its workforce with a commitment to delivering a
world-class education and skills system that provides a base for the economic growth
for the future of the area. A total of £55million has been allocated to enhance the
education, employment and skills provision in Tees Valley over the next ten years,
to ensure the future needs of our businesses are met and to support the development of
schoolchildren with a particular focus on Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths
(STEM) subjects.
Tees Valley’s vast experience in manufacturing,
engineering and offshore industries means the area has
a readily available, skilled local workforce. There are
2.5million people living with a 60-minute drive and our
reputation as a powerhouse in industrial sectors means
that our schools, colleges and further education
establishments are focused around training the
workforce to meet with the needs of local businesses
and the economy.
There are a number of world-class technical training
facilities, including five further education colleges geared
towards providing local businesses with the skills they
need. Darlington, Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, Redcar &
Cleveland and Stockton Riverside Colleges all deliver
employer-led technical training courses from state-ofthe-art facilities across the region. Training providers
such as TTE, NETA and Tees Valley Logistics Academy
also deliver bespoke technical training.
Teesside University is a key asset for the area, working
with local employers to deliver sector-related courses,
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specialising in the logistics, offshore and chemicals
industry. It won national acclaim at the 2018 Enterprising
Britain Awards for Improving the Business Environment,
which recognised initiatives that support business
and innovation growth.

Tees Valley Logistics Academy
The Tees Valley Logistics Academy has been created to
service the demands of the industry and help tackle the
skills shortage. It works in close partnership with
employers to identify the needs of the sector and offers
bespoke training opportunities to help raise awareness
among all ages.
Set up in collaboration with Stockton Riverside College,
the Academy recognises that logistics is the very lifeblood
of Tees Valley’s industrial landscape. By working
alongside industry employers and experts, it offers
a service that responds to real demands.
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SITES AND
PREMISES
Tees Valley is an investment-friendly location where headline warehouse rentals are
extremely competitive, typically £4-£5 per sq ft. The sites available are varied, from
established business parks to large cleared sites.
Tees Valley is home to seven Enterprise Zone sites that offer Business Rate Relief of up
to £55,000 per annum or Enhanced Capital Allowances of up to £100million. In addition
to these, there are a number of well-connected strategic sites that are perfect for
logistics operations.
South Tees Development Corporation
The South Tees Development Corporation is the single
biggest development opportunity in the UK right now. It
is the first Mayoral Development Corporation outside of
Greater London and the 4,500-acre site is six times bigger
than the City of London.
The site is prime development land on the banks of the
River Tees and benefits from the presence of strategically
important businesses, facilities and operations that
enhance the attractiveness of the site, including Teesport,
Redcar Bulk Terminal, Northumbrian Water, British Steel
and BOC.
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The Development Corporation owns more than half of all
the developable land, 1,420 acres, and offers access to the
River Tees as well as the deepest water port on the east
coast of England, making it ideal for companies looking
to export to global markets. It has rail-connected portside
facilities and access to the wider strategic road network
and the rest of the UK. It is less than 30 minutes away
from Durham Tees Valley Airport, owned by Tees Valley
Combined Authority.

Symmetry Park
Symmetry Park is strategically positioned adjacent to
the A66, to the east of Darlington town centre, accessed
from the new Darlington Eastern Transport Corridor. The
site extends to some 90 acres with an outline planning
consent for 1.6million sq ft of B2, B8 and associated
roadside uses.
Currently in development on the site is a 1,500,000 sq ft
distribution centre for a world-leading retailer, the largest
industrial and logistics deal in the North-East of England.

Wynyard
Wynyard Business Park is a strategic business location
set in the heart of Tees Valley and is home to Clipper
Logistics, SK Chilled Foods, Venator, HP Data Centre
and Wood Group CATS.

Faverdale
Faverdale Industrial Estate is well serviced by local
transport links, offers access to the A1(M) and is home to
a wide variety of businesses, including those involved in
the packaging, distribution and transportation sectors.

As well as providing a range of established business
premises, Faverdale also offers a range of development
plots for commercial and industrial uses.

Ingenium Parc
A 98-acre greenfield development site, Ingenium Parc
has good frontage and sits adjacent to the established
commercial areas. With good access to the A66 the site is
also bounded by a railway line to the south, affording the
potential to create a rail link.
With excellent transport links, the site is ideally placed to
support the logistics and distribution sectors.

Durham Tees Valley Airport
The 819-acre area of land available at the international
airport offers a wide range of opportunities for
businesses of all types and sizes. There is 290,000 sq ft
of hangar space, 3.5million sq ft of employment space
and 1.9million sq ft on the Southside development with
existing planning permission.
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INVEST TEES VALLEY
Invest Tees Valley is the Combined Authority’s business investment team. There are
financial incentives and support available for companies looking to locate in the region,
such as the Northern Powerhouse Investment Fund and the Tees Valley Capital Grant
Scheme.
The business investment team makes investing here
easy and works with investors to understand their project
parameters and identify the key risks. It provides advice
and assistance to help mitigate those risks with the aim
of finding solutions to reduce the capital and operational
expenditure for potential investors.
The team can advise on funding streams to support
capital investment and make introductions to our
network, including strong connections with UK
Government, cluster and innovation specialists, as well as
skills development within local universities and colleges.
Being one of only seven areas in the UK to have a metro
mayor and a devolution deal, Tees Valley has a competitive

ENJOY TEES VALLEY
Tees Valley offers a great standard of living with a richly diverse landscape, from
picturesque villages to charming market towns and a beautiful coastline to stunning
countryside. Each of the five boroughs has unique strengths that make Tees Valley
greater than the sum of its parts.

edge and investors can be confident that decision-making
here is done with our local businesses in mind. Devolved
decision-making helps us fulfil our potential and develop
and nurture businesses in a way that will support them
and the wider Tees Valley.

Five distinct boroughs big on culture and adventure
bursting with things to do and places to see. From
dramatic hilltops to rugged coastlines, picturesque
countryside to attractive villages, Tees Valley may just
surprise you.

Significant funding has already been delivered to
ensure the area has the infrastructure to support
major investments. Over the next ten years Tees Valley
Combined Authority will be investing £588million across
six key themes. This investment in our transport, culture,
skills, innovation, communities and businesses growth
will make Tees Valley an even better place to do business.

Quality of life is good here because our people get more
for their money. There is a superb variety of homes to
suit most incomes. From country cottages to new builds
and Victorian houses to executive apartments, there is
something for everyone.
Nine out of ten Tees Valley primary schools are either
good or outstanding and apprenticeships and support
schemes create pathways for our young people.

The area is rich in culture and history with an arts offering
that includes one of the UK’s leading galleries for modern
art, mima. It has a proud railway and maritime heritage
and a packed programme of exciting events and festivals,
including a spectacular international festival of outdoor
art – the Stockton International Riverside Festival – and
the increasingly popular artisan food market Orange Pip.
An adventure lover’s paradise, you can surf on the waves
at the coast, enjoy the spectacular countryside by foot
or bike, enjoy a river boat ride, jet-ski, canoe, kayak,
paddle-board or try out our Olympic standard
white-water rafting course. We are also home to
the only bridge in England that you can bungee jump
off – the Transporter Bridge.

■■ To find out more, go to EnjoyTeesValley.com – the Combined Authority’s dedicated destination
marketing service

14 | Logistics

Logistics | 15

