ADVANCED
MANUFACTURING

INVEST IN TEES VALLEY
INVEST IN SUCCESS
Tees Valley is the perfect package. It is an area where five distinct boroughs come
together to make one make exceptional destination in which to invest, work, live
and visit.
Tees Valley is home to world-leading businesses operating
in manufacturing, engineering and process industries. From
2014-2016 the advanced manufacturing and engineering
services sector in the Tees Valley economic region grew by
9.2% - more than the UK average increase – and the sector
is worth £3.8billion, showing the strength and capacity for
growth in the area.
The Strategic Economic Plan for Tees Valley sets out our
goals between 2016 and 2026. It is our local Industrial
Strategy that includes plans to diversify and accelerate
growth in the local economy to benefit businesses and
residents. Our ambition is to create 25,000 additional
jobs and add an additional £2.8billion into the Tees Valley
economy by 2026. We want to see Tees Valley as the
demonstration region for the circular economy in England
as we look to become a high-value, low-carbon, diverse and
inclusive economy.
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Being one of only seven areas in the UK to have a Metro
Mayor and a devolution deal, investors can be confident that
decision-making here is done with our businesses in mind.
Devolved decision-making helps us fulfil our potential and
develop and nurture businesses in a way that will support
them and the wider Tees Valley.
It is a clear that the economic situation in Tees Valley is
healthy, with major investments announced regularly and
plenty more in the pipeline. The time is now to be a part
of one of the most exciting, forward-thinking areas in the
country.

Tees Valley has one of the most integrated industrial economies
in the UK and is home to a large, successful cluster of advanced
manufacturing and engineering businesses operating across all
industries. Our regional manufacturing strength is largely due to the
chemicals and process, steel, offshore, automotive, aerospace and
energy sectors, which form the industrial economic base of the area.
However there is also a strong presence of companies operating in
the composites, food and drink, defence and construction industries.
As a powerhouse in the advanced manufacturing and engineering
sector, significant investment has already been made in ensuring
the area has the infrastructure to support major investments.
Development projects are under way across an extensive range
of sites and premises, including the £55million Tees Advanced
Manufacturing Park - set to attract international companies
through its top quality buildings and facilities - and the South Tees
Development Corporation, the biggest development opportunity in
the UK.
Tees Valley is an investment-friendly location with a competitive
offer. Our lower operating costs, uninterrupted water supply and
established supply chains combine with key resources, including our
deep-sea port, England’s largest exporting port. We have established
supply chains and a workforce that has generations of skills and
experience.
As a high-growth, low-cost area, Tees Valley is a profitable place to
do business and investing here is an investment in the success of
your business.
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WHO’S HERE
Tees Valley has a large, successful cluster of advanced manufacturing and engineering
businesses. There are currently around 3,100 business employing 27,150 people. The sector
makes up 10% of employee jobs in Tees Valley.

Darchem Engineering

THE WORD FOR CHEMICALS

Enriching lives through innovation

Food and Drink

Food and drink represents the largest
percentage share of GVA in the UK
manufacturing industry and Tees Valley
is home to some of the biggest firms,
including Quorn, Tetley and KP Snacks.
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Automotive

The Northern Powerhouse region
accounts for 48% of all UK passenger
vehicle production and some of the
sector’s major players in passenger
and off-road vehicle manufacturing
have already chosen the North East to
locate their business.

Chemicals and
Pharmaceuticals

Tees Valley produces some 30% of the
UK’s chemical output and, as such, is
home to some of the biggest chemical
manufacturers in the world, including
Hunstman, INEOS, SABIC and Lucite.

Aerospace & Defence
Aviation and defence are a key
growth area for Tees Valley. The
North East of England and Tees
Valley’s aerospace and defence
industries turn over around
£2.3billion and employ around
12,500 people.

Advanced Materials

Tees Valley is home to key businesses
active in both the upstream and
downstream composites industry,
including Victrex, Solvay and Applied
Graphene Materials. Liberty Metals
have speciality metal powders research
expertise here while British Steel
produce structural steel beams and
columns.

Energy

There is an increasing demand to build
renewable energy assets and Tees
Valley is fast emerging as an energy
powerhouse. Our concentration of
industry along the coastline perfectly
places the region as the go-to location
for green energy schemes. Companies
such as Wilton and JDR Cables are
adapting to demand as we lead the way
in building a greener economy.
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ASSETS &
INNOVATION
Tees Valley is an export intensive region and our excellent
multimodal connections provide unrivalled access to national
and international markets.
What sets us apart from other locations are our excellent port
facilities. Tees Valley has ten miles of operational river along the
Tees, the deepest berths on the east coast of England, 5.4km
of quayside, five roro berths and more than 1,400,000sq ft of
warehousing space. We are home to England’s largest exporting
port and, with lock-free access to the North Sea, Tees Valley is
ideal for companies who need access to global markets. The
port facilities are well-connected via road and rail, providing
easy access to the rest of the UK.
Uniquely, the region has access to utilities not available to other
parts of the country. The UK’s largest artificial reservoir, Kielder
Water, contains 200billion litres of water and it allows local
business that operate in heavy industrial sectors uninterrupted
access to water supply. We also have the largest private wire
electricity network in the UK, enabling manufacturers to realise
significant savings on both capex and opex compared to other
UK locations.

Innovation in Tees Valley has made its mark across the world. The strength of our skills base, coupled
with a spirit of inventiveness, has long given us an outstanding reputation for engineering and
manufacturing excellence. We have a number of key innovation assets that make Tees Valley a great
place to trade, partner and invest in.
Materials Processing Institute
is a not-for-profit research
and innovation centre with a
75-year track record in developing
new materials, processes and
technologies.
The Institute is a globally recognised
centre for the innovation,
development and commercialisation
of technology for advanced
materials, low-carbon energy
and the circular economy. This is
delivered by scientists, engineers
and project teams with expertise
in materials science and advanced
processing, utilising state-ofthe-art equipment, laboratories,
workshops, demonstration, scale-up
and production facilities to develop

technology, enhance materials
and improve processes.
TWI (The Welding Institute) is the
leading professional engineering
institution for the registration of
people involved with welding and
joining all over the world. It exists
to support welding and joining
personnel, to promote the profession
and its importance in today’s world,
and to secure its place in the future.
TWI’s research and development work
covers a wide range of technologies
for industry sectors including oil
and gas, chemical, power and
transport. Services include materials
characterisation and modelling
for safety critical applications on

structures and welds, surface and
coatings technologies, fitness-forservice assessments and additive
manufacturing simulation support.
Centre for Process Innovation (CPI)
is an open-access, independent
innovation centre that supports
the development of the UK process
industry and UK manufacturing. CPI
provides state-of-the-art facilities
and market knowledge to assist
businesses of all sizes in efficiently
delivering innovations as marketready solutions. This reduces the
risks that come with developing new
concepts, giving businesses the best
chance of success.

TEESSIDE UNIVERSITY
Teesside University has five research institutes with an excellent
track record in translating research into business benefit. It is widely
recognised as one of the best universities for business in Britain and
The Technology Futures Institute is an international leader in key areas
of research and innovation in engineering sustainability, manufacturing
and process engineering. It has an excellent record of employer
engagement and has a number of Knowledge Transfer Partnerships
with local businesses.
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Tees Valley is renowned for its innovative environment. It is this creative spirit, which inspired some of the world’s most
iconic buildings and inventions, that makes us a dynamic business location for investors.
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AEROSPACE &
DEFENCE

AUTOMOTIVE
The North East has a booming automotive
sector. The Northern Powerhouse region
accounts for 48% of all UK passenger vehicle
production which is, in large, due to the
30-year tenure of the Nissan car plant in the
North East.
Nissan is the UK’s largest and most productive automotive
plant. As a result, the region has an envious automotive
supply chain, consisting of more than 240 companies,
including 28 tier-one suppliers. One in three cars made
in Britain are manufactured by Nissan in the North East
and from here they export to 130 international markets.
The area has some of the most efficient production facilities
in the world and the large-scale infrastructure that the
region is able to offer is ideal for automotive manufacturers.
The area is innovative and forward-thinking, allowing it to
maintain its position at the leading edge of developments
in this sector.
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ElringKlinger
ElringKlinger (GB) is an automotive parts manufacturer
based at Kirkleatham Business Park in Redcar. It
employs more than 300 people and is among the top
three suppliers worldwide in the respective fields of
specialty gaskets and shielding technology. Clients
include General Motors, Ford, Jaguar Land Rover and
BMW. It has made substantial investment in the area,
with two major on-site investments, a wind turbine and
a 40,000sq ft factory site extension.

Tees Valley has a vibrant aerospace and defence supply chain, which includes innovative
companies delivering services from aircraft recycling, overhaul and repair through to
manufacturing insulation services for leading OEMs and providing internationally renowned
fire training.
Durham Tees Valley Airport, the only military/civilian enabled
airport in the UK, is at the heart of the aerospace industry
in Tees Valley. Business and general aviation are core
activities at the airport and include the Serco International
Fire Training Centre, Cobham Plc flight training services and
Sycamore Aviation. The airport Master Plan presents a vision
for re-positioning the airport and looks to secure additional
investment to continue to establish a vibrant specialist
airport. A key feature is the 2291 x 45 metre runway, which
is capable of accepting an aircraft of any size, including the
world’s largest aircraft, the Antonov.
Teesside University also offers specialist training and
international expertise in aeronautical engineering and

aerospace training. Their Aviation Skills Academy is a
collaboration between the Aviation Skills Partnership,
local education providers and industry. Currently Teesside
University’s BEng (Hons) Aerospace Engineering course
includes a range of fundamental topics in mechanical
engineering, electrical and electronic engineering, materials
engineering and design, as well as specialist aerospace and
aeronautical topics.
Tees Valley is also home to Esterline, Darchem Engineering
and Cavotec. Esterline is an industry-leading manufacturer
of lightweight engineered thermal insulation systems for
aerospace, such as thrust reversers and jet pipes. Cavotec
is a leading manufacturer of ground support equipment such
as a cables, tow-bars and connectors.
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CHEMICALS, PHARMACEUTICALS
AND ADVANCED MATERIALS
Tees Valley is a global leader for the chemical industry and
we have one of the most significant integrated industrial
economies in the world. The region produces some 30% of
the UK’s chemical output and is home to some of the world’s
biggest chemical manufacturers such as Huntsman, INEOS,
Sabic, CF Fertilisers and Sembcorp.
Tees Valley is home to the largest chemical complex
in the UK and the second largest in Europe in terms of
manufacturing capacity. More than 1,400 companies in Tees
Valley are directly involved in chemicals and process industry
and the sector exports £12billion of product, contributing
£2.5billion a year to the local economy.
All types of chemicals are represented in Tees Valley, from
petroleum processing, hydrocarbon separations activities
and petrochemical manufacture to fine specialty chemicals
and pharmaceutical intermediates and actives.
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FOOD AND DRINK

Within composites the Tees Valley offer also includes
acrylonitrile feedstock, polymers and glass fibres,
pre-eminent resins expertise and proximity to UK
and European fabricators and composites customers.

Food and drink represents the largest percentage share of
GVA in the UK manufacturing industry and in Tees Valley
there are a number of high-profile manufacturers who are
attracted by our excellent exporting infrastructure.

Our chemical industry is concentrated across a relatively
small area with a well-developed infrastructure. The three
main sites of Wilton International, Billingham and Seal
Sands/North Tees run approximately 12 miles east to west
either side of the River Tees.

KP Snacks, one of the biggest British snack manufacturers,
makes all of its iconic McCoy’s crisps from its facility in
Billingham.

Tees Valley’s combined offer of infrastructure and
materials expertise is particularly attractive to energy
intensive manufacturers. Businesses have access to the
largest private wire electricity network in the UK, enabling
manufacturers to realise significant savings on both capex
and opex compared to other UK locations.

Tees Valley is also home to the Tetley brand as Tata Global
Beverages manufactures the household name in one of the
world’s largest teabag factories. TGB is the world’s second
largest maker and distributor of tea and the Stockton
factory produces more than a billion tea bags each month.
Tata describes Eaglescliffe as its “jewel in the crown” and
the group has continued to invest in the site, which makes
products for the UK, Canada and Europe.

Global food giant Quorn manufactures all of its products in
Tees Valley before exporting them around the world. It has
recently made a £150million investment in the area over
the next five years. Its manufacturing facility in Billingham
has seen most of the investment, with the expansion of its
production facility and the addition of another fermenter to
production lines. The work makes its Billingham site the
largest of its kind in the world. Quorn currently employs 700
people, but this is set to rise to 1,000 following the company’s
expansion. In 2017 Marlow Foods, which owns the Quorn
brand - saw its turnover jump 16.2% from £176.1million to
£204.6million.
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SITES AND PREMISES
Tees Valley is an investment-friendly
location with a number of cost-effective
sites on offer. There is significant and
varied land and premises available
for development, including Enterprise
Zone sites offering Enhanced Capital
Allowances. The sites include both
new and established business parks
as well as large cleared sites that are
rail-connected with access to utilities,
port services and logistics.
Four sites have Enhanced Capital Allowances up to
£100million and simplified planning. A further three
sites have Business Rate Relief with up to £275,000
over five years.
In addition to the Enterprise Zone sites, Tees Valley has
a number of other key, well-connected strategic sites
that are perfect for advanced manufacturing operations:
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South Tees Development Corporation

TeesAMP

Wilton International

The South Tees Development Corporation is a 4,500-acre
area of prime land south of the River Tees that is available
for development and is ideal for large-scale industrial
businesses. It is the first Mayoral Development Corporation
outside of Greater London and is an international-scale
opportunity for significant development. At the mouth of
the River Tees, it offers river access and benefits from
strategically important businesses, such as PD Ports and
Teesport and Redcar Bulk Terminal.

Tees Advanced Manufacturing Park is a speculative
development of 180,000sq ft to the west of Middlesbrough
town centre and is one of best locations for pioneering
manufacturing companies seeking premises here.
TeesAMP is already home to TWI, one of the UK’s foremost
industrial research organisations.

Tees Valley is home to the largest ‘private wire’ electricity
network in the UK. The Wilton International site enables
manufacturers to realise significant savings on both capex
and opex compared to other UK locations with between
140-160 MW of onsite generation capacity available to
users. It is also connected to the national transmission
system for security of supply.

Symmetry Park

Wynyard Business Park

Queens Meadow

Symmetry Park is strategically positioned adjacent to
the A66, to the east of Darlington town centre, accessed
from the new Darlington Eastern Transport Corridor.
The site extends to some 36 hectares (90 acres) with an
outline planning consent for 1.6millionsq ft of B2, B8 and
associated roadside uses.

Wynyard Business Park is a 280-hectare (700 acre)
development situated in the heart of the Tees Valley
adjacent to the A19 and ten minutes east of the A1(M).
Set amongst landscaped surroundings with many
water features, it offers occupiers a superb working
environment.

Queens Meadow Business Park extends to some
65 hectares (160 acres) and is already home to modern
high-class business units as well as the UKSE Innovation
Centre providing managed accommodation for new startup and growth businesses. The Business Park provides an
accessible and attractive landscaped setting for a range of
occupiers.
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SKILLS
With devolution, Tees Valley has a unique opportunity that allows us to work in partnership
across our region, creating an education and skills system that delivers strong economic
growth for the area and builds the skills of tomorrow that businesses need to thrive.

Tees Valley has, and continues to, invest heavily in our
workforce as we are committed to delivering a world-class
education and skills system that provides a base for the
economic growth for the future of the area. We work closely
with our businesses to identify their current and future
workforce needs to ensure we have a readily available,
experienced and skilled labour pool.
With one of the biggest integrated complexes in the UK, Tees
Valley has vast experience in manufacturing and engineering
industries and the area has a readily available, skilled local
workforce living within an hour’s drive. Our reputation as
a powerhouse in industrial sectors also means that our
schools, colleges and further education establishments
are focused around training the workforce to meet the

needs of local businesses and the local economy, including
Middlesbrough College’s £20million STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths) centre that works
with local businesses to deliver the world-class training
employers need.
The region has a number of world-class training facilities
that specialise in technical training for the engineering and
manufacturing sector. They use real work environments
with high-specification equipment that matches that of an
industrial setting, ensuring our workforce is equipped with
the skills, training and safety awareness needed.

There are a number of training providers based in the area,
including Falck Nutec, a leading health and safety training
provider, TTE, the UK’s largest technical training organisation
in the engineering, process and offshore sectors, NETA,
which provides fully accredited courses and apprenticeships
in the engineering and offshore sectors, and TWI, a global
leader in technology and engineering services.
The Tees Valley Mayor has launched a new initiative,
Apprenticeship Support for Employers, to help SMEs take on
apprentices aged 19-24. The new scheme is funded by Tees
Valley Combined Authority and will support SMEs to create

high quality higher and degree level apprenticeships in those
growth sectors facing considerable demand from employers.
Tees Valley is unique from most other areas, as our
devolution deal with Government means we are able to
deliver an effective and joined-up education and skills
system that works for local businesses. The Mayoral-led
Combined Authority proactively supports the development of
a world-class system that will deliver the skills for the future
and, with it, strong economic growth for the region.

Demand for apprenticeships in the area is high,
demonstrating the appetite for practical skills and training.

TEESSIDE UNIVERSITY
PARTNERSHIP
Teesside University and Tees Valley Combined Authority share
an ambition to drive economic growth by supporting local
businesses. The Teesside University Partnership, signed in
January 2018, formalises the relationship between the two
organisations, which have worked together for many years to
deliver joint projects and initiatives that help local residents
and businesses. It is a unique agreement that will enable the
creation of the high-level skills that local businesses need
to thrive, by attracting and retaining more graduates. It will
also help increase the scale-up potential for local businesses
and increase innovation capacity, giving businesses here a
competitive edge over other regions.
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SECTOR ACTION
PLAN

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
& INCENTIVES

Tees Valley ensures the continued competitiveness of the advanced manufacturing sector
in the region by embedding innovation in all our products and processes:

There are plenty of financial incentives and support for companies investing in Tees Valley,
such as the Northern Powerhouse Investment Fund and the Tees Valley Capital Grant
Scheme. Added to this are the financial incentives available on sites and premises through
our Enterprise Zones, and the support available from the Tees Valley Combined Authority
and Tees Engineering Network, all making it easy to invest and grow in Tees Valley.

Addressing regulatory hurdles

opportunities in the use of new materials, improving
efficiency and accessing new markets.

Tees Valley Capital Grant Scheme

MPI and Liberty Steel’s new 3D testing facility will
develop and manufacture new speciality alloy metal
powders for additive manufacturing applications like 3D
printing engine parts, a market set to be worth more
than a £1billion by 2026.

The Tees Valley Capital Grant scheme provides support
to manufacturing and service sector businesses based
in Tees Valley that offer more than a local service. Grants
are available for capital investment projects which are
designed to expand or diversify the business. Grants
are available to eligible new inward investors as well as
existing Tees Valley businesses.

Tees Valley has a long tradition of being exportorientated. Many local businesses supply Tier 1
advanced manufacturing companies, but we aim
to increase the scope and scale of that activity,
encouraging more companies to export and a greater
number of global companies to access our expertise.
Local firms, and their products, must operate in all
climates and cultures. We are a pioneer in subsea and
offshore technology and, on Middlesbrough’s £55million
TeesAMP park, there is an opportunity to test advanced
manufacturing processes in hazardous environments,
carrying out research and validation services for
offshore, underwater and chemical production
processes. Our universities and colleges also provide
support in international marketing and regulatory
compliance and customs clearance to target global
market opportunities.

Promoting the use of new materials
CPI’s planned Graphene Application Centre will
enable companies to take graphene enabled products
from product development to application and
commercialisation. With graphene markets predicted to
be worth more than £800million by 2023, this will help
the advanced manufacturing sector to identify emerging
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Industrial Digitisation
The concept of the fourth industrial revolution (Industry
4.0) is gathering pace as a driver for change, introducing
new technologies and techniques that will change
products, processes and supply chains. Our advanced
manufacturing cluster is well placed geographically
and technologically to capitalise on this move to
industrial digitisation. A cornerstone of knowledge
transfer between advanced manufacturing and digital
is the National Horizons Centre. The £22million centre
will offer facilities to encourage the application of
digital technologies. The centre will work with Tier
1 companies, digital businesses and academics to
develop creative digital solutions to industry challenges,
potentially creating a step change in productivity for
companies.

Tees Valley Combined Authority’s
Investment Team
Tees Valley Combined Authority has a dedicated Business
Investment Team available to support new and existing
businesses investing here. With a wealth of knowledge and
experience, they can help with anything from finding the
right premises or skills to getting financial support needed
to invest in Tees Valley.

Northern Powerhouse Investment Fund

Tees Engineering Network

The Northern Powerhouse Investment fund provides more
than £400million of funding for SMEs in the Northern
Powerhouse area. The fund offers early and later-stage
debt and equity finance to the SMEs. The fund can offer:

The Tees Engineering Network (TEN) has been set up by
local private sector businesses to champion engineering
companies in the area. It provides a forum where SMEs
can network and promote themselves to other engineering
companies in the region and also for larger companies to
present new opportunities to the local supply chain.

■■

Micro-finance: provision of slam business loans from
£25,000 - £100,000

■■

Debt: Provision of business loans from £100,000 £750,000

■■

Equity: Provision of equity and growth capital from
£500,000 to £2,000,000
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| THE PLACE
Tees Valley offers a great standard of living with a richly diverse landscape, from
picturesque villages to bustling town centres and beautiful coastlines to stunning
countryside. Each of the five boroughs has unique strengths that make Tees Valley
greater than the sum of its parts.
Quality of life is good here because our people get more
for their money. There is a superb variety of homes to
suit most incomes. From country cottages to new builds
and Victorian houses to executive apartments, there is
something for everyone.
Nine out of ten Tees Valley primary schools are either
good or outstanding with apprenticeships and support
schemes creating pathways for our young people.

The area is rich in culture and history with an array of
arts offering that includes the Middlesbrough Institute of
Modern Art, a proud railway heritage and a rich maritime
past. An adventure lover’s paradise, you can surf on the
waves on the coast, enjoy the spectacular countryside
by foot or bike, enjoy a river boat ride, canoe, kayak or
paddle-board or try out our international standard
white-water rafting.
With a high quality of life and low cost of living, the
perfect work-life balance is easier to find when you live
in Tees Valley.
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CONTACT

Hartlepool

Stockton-on-Tees
Darlington

Redcar & Cleveland

Middlesbrough

For more detailed information,
please get in touch with the
Business Investment Team

T: 01642 524400
E: info@teesvalley-ca.gov.uk
www.teesinvest.co.uk

TeesValleyCA

@TeesValleyCA

@TeesValleyCA

