ADVANCED MANUFACTURING
The Tees Valley is a key UK location for advanced manufacturing with specialisms across
chemicals and pharmaceuticals, automotive, offshore renewables and food and drink
and each of these key employment industries is supported by a skilled and competitive
engineering supply chain.
Advanced Manufacturing businesses in the Tees Valley are
central to the region’s economic growth, contributing a
combined output of £636million in GVA in 2018. Advanced
manufacturing in the region is strongly supportive of
regional trade activities with over £3.3billion of goods
exported during 2019, equivalent to around 20% of the Tees
Valley’s GDP. This proportion is well above the equivalent
UK rate of 16.2%. These impressive economic statistics are
also matched by notable employment and skills strengths
across engineering, technical consultancy, research
and development services, machining and specialist
manufacturing.

The Tees Valley is one of a number of areas in the UK
to have a Metro Mayor and a devolution deal, enabling
investors to be confident that devolved powers and
decision-making here is done with our businesses’
interests in mind. The Tees Valley’s devolved powers and
priorities are set out in the region’s £588million investment
plan, agreed over the next ten years, to support the growth
of a diversified and high-value, low-carbon economy worth
£13billion.

WHY THE TEES VALLEY?
The Tees Valley has one of the most integrated industrial
economies in the UK and is home to a large, successful
cluster of advanced manufacturing and engineering
businesses operating across all industries. Our regional
manufacturing strength is largely due to the chemicals
and process, steel, offshore, automotive, aerospace and
energy sectors, which form the industrial economic base
of the area. However, there is also a strong presence of
companies operating in the composites, food and drink,
life sciences, defence and construction industries.
As a powerhouse in the advanced manufacturing and
engineering sector, significant investment has already
been made in ensuring the area has the infrastructure
to support major investments. Development projects
are under way across an extensive range of sites and
premises, including the £55million Tees Advanced
Manufacturing Park (TeesAMP) and Teesworks, the UK’s
largest industrial zone.

The Tees Valley is at the forefront of pioneering
opportunities in the low-carbon sector through the Net
Zero Teesside project, the UK’s most developed and
deliverable CCUS project and plans for the UK’s largest
Blue and Green hydrogen facilities.
The area’s supportive infrastructure includes multiple
deep-water sites, one of the UK’s busiest ports, access to
utilities, including uninterrupted water, and competitively
priced low-carbon power, as well as an experienced and
skilled workforce and established supply chain.
Support for growth is provided by the Centre for Process
Innovation (CPI), an independent innovation centre that
supports the development of the UK process industry
and UK manufacturing; Materials Processing Institute, a
globally recognised centre for the innovation, development
and commercialisation of technology for advanced
materials and TWI – a global leader in materials research.

The region is also home to Britain’s biggest freeport. The
Teesside Freeport covers 4,500 acres and multiple sites,
including Teesworks and Wilton International. It offers
potential investors tax and customs benefits and is the
UK’s best connected freeport.
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LOCATION MAP
A19

The Tees Valley is made up of five distinct boroughs, Darlington, Hartlepool,
Middlesbrough, Redcar & Cleveland and Stockton-on-Tees. It is home to almost 700,000
people, an international airport and the deepest water port on the east coast of England.
It has a reputation for excellence in innovation and industry and is home to Britain’s
biggest freeport as well as the Government’s new Northern Economic Campus.
The Tees Valley’s central location on the UK’s east coast makes it perfectly positioned
for exporting to both national and international markets. There are multiple deep 		
water sites and operational assets positioned along 10 miles of the River Tees; 		
home to some of deepest berths on the east coast and one the UK’s busiest
ports. Alongside Redcar Bulk Terminal, Teesport handles nearly 30million
tonnes of cargo and almost 10,000 vessels every year, providing a
gateway to the North Sea, Europe and beyond. The region is also
home to Teesworks, the UK’s largest and most connected
industrial zone.
There is easy access to the whole of the UK
via the strategic road and rail network, with
the A19, A1(M) and A66 providing easy
access to the north, south, east
and west while Darlington’s
East Coast Main Line train
station provides easy
access to London
and Edinburgh.

Edinburgh

Tees Valley – Edinburgh
2hr by rail

Hartlepool
Teesworks

Teesport

Darlington
A66
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Darlington
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Stockton-on-Tees
Middlesbrough
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Eaglescliffe

Teesside International Airport

Tees Valley is centrally
located for easy access
to the whole of the UK

Newcastle
North East
of England

Multiple deep water sites

Daily flights connect
Teesside to London in
under an hour

Population of around
700,000 with
2.5million people
located within 1hr drive

Low cost of living =
high quality of life

East Coast Main Line at
Darlington enables a
2hr 20min journey to
central London,
services every 30mins

Teesworks – the UK’s
largest industrial zone

Ten miles of operational
river along the Tees

Situated within 1hr
of six key universities
including Teesside,
Durham, Newcastle
and Leeds

The area also has excellent links with Scotland, the
North East and the Humber, providing a pivotal role
in the UK supply chain.
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Port
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Tees Valley – London
2hr 20min by rail

Teesside International Airport offers daily
connections to London Heathrow taking less than an
hour. It also connects the Tees Valley to more than
200 global destinations via the service to the capital
and also Amsterdam’s Schiphol hub.

London
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WHO’S HERE
The Tees Valley has a large, successful cluster of advanced manufacturing and engineering
businesses. There are currently around 2,800 business employing almost 19,000 people,
accounting for 8% of employee jobs in the Tees Valley.

Enriching lives through innovation

Food and Drink

Food and drink represents the largest
percentage share of GVA in the UK
manufacturing industry and the Tees
Valley is home to some of the UK’s
biggest firms, including Quorn, Tetley
and KP Snacks.
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Automotive

The North East accounts for 26%
of all electric vehicle production
across Europe and a third of all
UK car production. The Tees Valley
has key specialisms in off-highway
vehicles, battery materials and the
development of hydrogen engines.

Chemicals and
Pharmaceuticals

The Tees Valley produces some 30%
of the UK’s chemical output and is
home to some of the biggest chemical
manufacturers in the world including
Huntsman, SABIC, Mitsubishi, Alpek
UK and Venator.

Aerospace and Defence

The Tees Valley has specialisms in
the production of high temperature
aero engine and airframe assemblies,
electronics systems and aircraft
fuelling equipment. The North East
of England and the Tees Valley’s
aerospace and defence industries
employs around 2,500 people.

Advanced Materials

The Tees Valley is home to key
advanced materials businesses
including Victrex, SABIC Innovative
Plastics, Mersen and Applied
Graphene Materials. Liberty Metals
has speciality metal powders
research expertise here while British
Steel produces structural steel
beams and columns.

Energy

The Tees Valley has a strong
engineering base with the capability
to support the UK’s target of net zero
by 2050. The area will be home to the
UK’s premier net zero project, Net
Zero Teesside and GE Renewable
Energy’s offshore wind turbine blade
manufacturing facility as the region
bids to become Britain’s carbon
capture capital.
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ASSETS & INNOVATION
The Tees Valley is home to one of the UK’s largest container ports and offers the
deepest berths on the east coast of England for bulk cargo, accommodating vessels
up to 17 metres draft. There are more than 80 berths on the Tees with multiple heavy
lift quays, five roro berths.

The Tees Valley has key UK innovation assets across materials, biosciences and digital
technologies. These assets ‘export’ their expertise by providing testing, prototyping and
scale-up support to clients from outside the UK and include:

The Tees is the only port in the north of England with
existing intermodal rail services operating directly from
quayside facilities. The deep-sea berths can handle
intermodal trains up to 692metres in length, exceeding the
average length of intermodal trains currently on the UK
network.

Materials Processing Institute is a not-for-profit research
and innovation centre, with a 75-year track record. The
Materials Processing Institute focuses on the development
of materials and commercialisation of technologies for
industrial processes, to improve efficiency, productivity
and yield. The Institute has particular expertise in the
processing of materials and is currently focused on four
key areas of activity: advanced materials, low-carbon
energy, circular economy, and industrial digitalisation.

Centre for Process Innovation (CPI) is an openaccess, independent innovation centre that supports
the development of the UK process industry and UK
manufacturing. CPI provides state-of-the-art facilities
and market knowledge to assist businesses of all sizes
in efficiently delivering innovations as market-ready
solutions. CPI provides R&D and proving facilities across
a range of industries, including thermal technologies,
industrial biotechnology and printable electronics. CPI also
hosts the National Biologics Manufacturing Centre (NBMC)
and is developing GMP ready mRNA facilities.

Liberty Powder Metals

TWI (The Welding Institute) is a global leader in materials
research, with strengths in fabrication, welding and coating
technologies. TWI’s research and development work
covers a wide range of technologies for industry sectors
including oil and gas, chemical, power and transport.
Services include materials characterisation and modelling
for safety-critical applications on structures and welds,
surface and coatings technologies, fitness-for-service
assessments and additive manufacturing simulation
support.

The UK’s largest artificial reservoir, Kielder Water, contains
200billion litres of water and it allows local business that
operate in heavy industrial sectors uninterrupted access
to water supply. The Tees Valley’s effluent water treatment
plant at Bran Sands is the largest combined industrial and
municipal effluent plant in the UK.

The Tees Valley receives and processes natural gas via
the 250-mile Central Area Transmission System (CATS)
pipeline, one of six principal pipelines delivering North
Sea gas to the UK mainland. This key infrastructure
supports many of the region’s chemical businesses and
energy generators. Industrial gases are supplied by BOC
to customers at Wilton and those operating in the wider
Tees Valley chemical cluster. The region is also home to
UK’s largest private wire electricity distribution network at
Wilton International.
The Tees Valley is home to the UK’s largest hydrogen plant.
The area also has significant underground cavities for
industrial gas and product storage. With more than 550tph
generated by Sembcorp at Wilton International alone,
steam is also readily available through a comprehensive
network of pipelines.

Liberty Powder Metals, a powder metals supplier and
innovation incubator established by Liberty Steel,
has operations at the Materials Processing Institute.
Supported by £4.6million in funding from the Tees Valley
Combined Authority, Liberty Powder Metals is working to
create a new range of high-quality steel and nickel-based
powder alloys for 3D printing of precision components,
leading to lighter, more efficiently-manufactured
parts with zero waste, and to open the door to mass
customisation of complex steel products.

The Industrial Digitalisation Technology Centre (IDTC) has
recently been launched by Teesside University to support
SMEs explore the opportunities Industry 4.0 technologies
bring, such as the Internet of Things, big data analytics,
modelling, simulation and sensor technology – creating an
essential competitive edge that generates real value for
businesses.

TEESSIDE UNIVERSITY
Teesside University is home to more than 19,000 students
across undergraduate and postgraduate courses. It has
eight research institutes centred on translating three
research grand challenges into societal and businesses
benefit. These research grand challenges include: creating
vibrant, cohesive and resilience societies; forging a
smarter, greener industrial economy; and shaping the
future of health, care, and wellbeing.
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AEROSPACE & DEFENCE

AUTOMOTIVE
The North East has a booming automotive sector with the Nissan car plant alone
accounting for one in three passenger vehicles produced in the UK.
Nissan is the UK’s largest and most productive automotive
plant and a major exporter to more than 130 markets
worldwide. As a result, the region has an envious
automotive supply chain, consisting of more than 240
companies, including 31 tier-one suppliers. Nissan’s
continued re-investment has enabled the region to
become a leading location for low emission vehicles with
expertise in battery manufacturing, power electronics,
motors and drives. Nissan’s announcement in 2021 of a
new £1billion Electric Vehicle (EV) Hub called EV36Zero,
to include a new 9GWh-capacity Gigafactory, cements the
region’s electrification credentials. The Tees Valley is also
hosting the UK’s first Hydrogen Transport Hub. As part of
the hub’s roll-out, Ricardo and Stagecoach will partner
on a hydrogen fuel cell bus demonstrator and Toyota will
also deliver and trial a range of road-based and fork-lift
hydrogen vehicles.
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Cummins
Cummins in Darlington is supporting the development of
medium-duty 6.7-litre and a heavy duty 15-litre hydrogen
engine as part of its hydrogen-fueled internal combustion
engine (H2-ICE) programme.
Darlington is home to one of Cummins’ global technical
centres which are collaborating to achieve commercial
viability for the H2-ICE project. Part of the development
work to be undertaken at Cummins Darlington will
be supported by a £14.5million grant from the UK
Government provided through the Advanced Propulsion
Centre

Teesside International Airport is at the heart of aerospace and defence activities in the
region where it hosts the Serco International Fire Training Centre, Draken flight training
services and Willis Aircraft Maintenance & Storage. A key feature of the airport is the
2291 x 45-metre runway, which is capable of accepting an aircraft of any size, including
the world’s largest aircraft, the Antonov.
The Tees Valley is also home to Darchem Engineering and
Cavotec. Darchem is an industry-leading manufacturer
of lightweight engineered thermal insulation systems for
aerospace, such as thrust reversers and jet pipes. Cavotec
is a leading aerospace engineering business specialising in
fuel hydrant and electrical power connection systems.
Willis Aircraft Maintenance & Storage has a strong
portfolio of services at Teesside International Airport
which includes asset management, technical consultancy,
and Part 145 engineering services to the global aviation
industry.
Teesside University also offers specialist training and
international expertise in aeronautical engineering and
aerospace training. Teesside University’s BEng (Hons)
Aerospace Engineering course includes a range of
fundamental topics in mechanical engineering, electrical
and electronic engineering, materials engineering and
design, as well as specialist aerospace and aeronautical
topics.

Serco International Fire Training
Centre (IFTC)
IFTC has been based at Teesside international Airport
for the past 40 years. IFTC trains up to 10,000 delegates
from around the world each year. Home to 25 training
rigs, including several Hawker Siddeley Tridents and the
fuselage of an Airbus A380, these are used as simulators
to train specialist firefighters from around the world in
dealing with aviation and industrial fire and emergency
incidents. Practical training at the IFTC is also supported
by a highly sophisticated Virtual Reality suite. IFTC is the
UK’s first and only airport fire training business to be
awarded Approved Training Organisation TrainAir Plus
status by the International Civil Aviation Organisation.
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CHEMICALS, PHARMACEUTICALS
& ADVANCED MATERIALS
The Tees Valley produces some 30% of the UK’s chemical output and is home to some of
the world’s biggest chemical manufacturers such as Huntsman, Mitsubishi Chemicals,
Sabic, CF Fertilisers and Venator. It is the largest chemical complex in the UK and the
second largest in Europe in terms of manufacturing capacity.
All types of chemicals are represented in the Tees Valley,
from petroleum processing, hydrocarbon separations
activities and petrochemical manufacture to fine specialty
chemicals and pharmaceutical intermediates and actives.
The Tees Valley is at the forefront of pioneering
decarbonisation opportunities for the chemical industry
through the Net Zero Teesside project, the UK’s most
developed and deliverable CCUS project, and the hydrogen
economy, with bp’s and Kellas’ plans to bring “blue”
hydrogen plants to the region.
The Tees Valley’s chemical industry is concentrated
across a relatively small area with a well-developed
infrastructure. The three main sites of Wilton International,
Billingham and Seal Sands/North Tees run approximately
12 miles east to west either side of the River Tees.

In steel, the Tata Steel Hartlepool 20” pipe mill is a leading
supplier of high frequency induction pipe which serves the
construction, engineering and energy markets. Liberty
manufactures SAW carbon steel pipes at its 42” Pipe Mill,
home to the world’s strongest 13m ‘O’ Press. It has also
chosen the Tees Valley to research and manufacture a new
range of high-quality steel and nickel-based powder alloys
for 3D printing of precision components at the Materials
Processing Institute. British Steel is also a key employer
and produces construction steel and special profiles here.

FOOD & DRINK
The food and drink industry represents the largest percentage share of GVA in the
UK manufacturing industry and in the Tees Valley there are a number of high-profile
manufacturers who are attracted by our excellent exporting infrastructure.
KP Snacks, one of the biggest British snack
manufacturers, makes all of its iconic McCoy’s
crisps from its facility in Billingham.
The Tees Valley is also home to the Tetley brand as Tata
Global Beverages manufactures the household name in
one of the world’s largest teabag factories. TGB is the
world’s second largest maker and distributor of tea and
the Stockton factory produces more than a billion tea bags
each month. Tata describes Eaglescliffe as its “jewel in the
crown” and the group has continued to invest in the site,
which makes products for the UK, Canada and Europe.

Global food giant Quorn manufactures all of its products
in the Tees Valley before exporting them around the
world. Employing 900 people, its manufacturing facility
in Billingham has benefitted substantially from a
£150million investment, with has led to the expansion
of its production facility and the addition of another
fermenter to boost production capacity. Further
investment is also planned after a successful IPO in
2021 to help finance the capacity needed to grow the
export potential of Quorn, particularly in the US.

Within composites the Tees Valley offer includes
monomers, polymers and glass fibres, pre-eminent resins
expertise and proximity to UK and European fabricators
and composites customers. Our notable composites
companies include Victrex, Sabic Innovative Plastics,
Applied Graphene Materials and Millfield Composites.

The Tees Valley’s combined offer of infrastructure and
materials expertise is particularly attractive to energy
intensive manufacturers. Businesses have access to the
largest private-wire electricity network in the UK, enabling
manufacturers to realise significant savings on both capex
and opex compared to other UK locations.
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SITES & PREMISES
Teesworks
Teesworks is the UK’s largest and most connected
industrial zone, home to diverse, sustainable and lowcarbon activity. The 4,500-acre site sits at the heart of the
Teesside Freeport, Britain’s biggest freeport, on the banks
of the River Tees and offers immediate connectivity to
Teesport, the North Sea and global markets. It is the site of
the Net Zero Teesside project, led by bp and GE Renewable
Energy’s new wind turbine manufacturing facility, as the
region bids to become Britain’s carbon capture capital.
Huge projects, like Net Zero Teesside, the UK’s most
developed carbon capture, utilisation and storage project,
and MGT, the world’s largest biomass power plant, place
the emphasis on sustainability, modern industry and
renewable activity.
The site also has plans to become the UK’s leading location
for offshore energy manufacturing, with plans for a new
quay specifically to service the sector. With construction of
the quay due to be completed by 2022, it will be the ideal
location to service the world’s biggest offshore wind farm,
Dogger Bank.
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Teesworks sits at the heart of the Teesside Freeport and
benefits from tax and customs relief. It is the largest
area of freeport in the UK and will be the biggest low tax
customs zone in the country.
Nearby, Wilton International – also part of the Teesside
Freeport – works in tandem with Teesworks and is one
of the UK’s most important locations for the process
industry, offering low-cost utilities. Other key assets on
the site include PD Ports, the UK’s Northern gateway for
global shippers, Redcar Bulk Terminal, the deepest port
on the East coast of England, and Northumbrian Water’s
treatment facility

TeesAMP

Symmetry Park

TeesAMP is a dynamic base for innovative advanced
manufacturing companies. Set in a prime location in
Middlesbrough the 11-hectare (27-acre) site provides
high-specification units and is home to a cluster of
businesses from a variety of industrial sectors.

Symmetry Park is strategically positioned adjacent to
the A66, to the east of Darlington town centre, accessed
from the new Darlington Eastern Transport Corridor.
The site extends to some 36 hectares (90 acres) with an
outline planning consent for 1.6millionsq ft of B2, B8 and
associated roadside uses.

The modern facilities are designed to support innovation,
helping businesses to transform technologies and drive
business growth.
Phase one comprises 180,000sq ft of space, with units set
in a landscaped environment with extensive open spaces.
It also includes a £25million anaerobic digester, which will
use food and biological waste to create power.

Wilton International
As part of the Teesside Freeport, Wilton International
is Britain’s biggest chemical complex, offering low-cost
utilities and the UK’s largest private-wire network. As
one of the UK’s most important locations for the process
industry, the site enables manufacturers to realise
significant savings on both capex and opex compared to
other UK locations. It is also connected to the national
transmission system for security of supply providing
manufacturers with competitively priced energy.

Queens Meadow
Queens Meadow Business Park extends to some 65
hectares (160 acres) and is already home to modern
high-class business units as well as the UKSE Innovation
Centre providing managed accommodation for new startup and growth businesses. The Business Park provides an
accessible and attractive landscaped setting for a range
of occupiers.

Wynyard Business Park
Wynyard Business Park is a 280-hectare (700-acre)
development situated in the heart of the Tees Valley
adjacent to the A19 and ten minutes east of the A1(M).
Set amongst landscaped surroundings with many
water features, it offers occupiers a superb working
environment

The site has seen more than £1.3billion of blue chip
capital investment in the past ten years, including
investments from SABIC, Ensus, Alpek and Anglo
American. Sembcorp is also partnering in the Whitetail
Clean Energy project, which is poised to be a 300MW NET
power station with CCS at Wilton International.
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THE TEESSIDE FREEPORT

The site also has already seen investment from GE
Renewable Energy in the form of a multimillion-pound
manufacturing facility, paving the way for a cleaner and
greener economy, helping the area realise its ambition to
become the UK’s first net zero cluster.

Freeports are secure customs zones where business
can be carried out inside a country’s land border, but
where normal tax and customs rules don’t apply. They
can offer business incentives such as no stamp duty,
five years of zero business rates, and full rebates
for construction and machinery investment. While
located geographically within a country, freeports
essentially exist outside its borders for tax purposes.

TEESSIDE FREEPORT

Freeport
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Where is the Freeport?

The benefits of a freeport

At 4,500 acres, the Teesside Freeport stretches across the
region, including Teesworks, Wilton International, Teesside
International Airport, the Ports of Teesport, Middlesbrough
and Hartlepool, Liberty Steel and LV Shipping and is the
equivalent to 2,550 football pitches.

There are two types of zones within the Freeport, Tax Zones and Customs Zone

Hartlepool

= Tees Valley

Tax Zones: Tax zones offer incentives to businesses
such as no stamp duty, five years of zero business
rates, and full rebates for construction and machinery
investment. They’re designed to attract long-term
inward investment and allow firms to reduce their
taxable profits; in turn, turbo-charging the region’s
key sectors and its supply chains, including offshore
wind, clean energy, chemicals and process, and
advanced manufacturing. Both Teesworks and
Wilton International are part of the Tax Zone.

Port of Hartlepool

Teesworks site

= Freeport Area

Redcar & Cleveland

Stockton
-on-Tees

Darlington

Employers NI
Contributions Rate Relief

Middlesbrough

Enhanced Capital
Allowances

Wilton International

D

UT

E

R

Building on existing manufacturing strengths, especially
in offshore wind and renewable activity, the Freeport will
create more than 18,000 jobs and provide billions to the
local economy. On top of that, its transport links make it
the country’s best connected freeport and a gateway to
global markets via air, sea, rail and road.

What is a freeport?

D

In March 2021, the Tees Valley was announced as one of the first places in the UK to
receive Freeport status. The Teesside Freeport will be Britain’s biggest freeport and
stretches across the whole region.
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Customs zones: Businesses operating within
customs zones will receive a range of tariff benefits,
including duty deferral while the goods remain
on-site. They will also be able to suspend import
VAT on goods entering the customs zone.

Duty suspension
on entry
Duty exemptions for
re-exports
Duty flexibility to select
most beneficial
treatment on imports

Enhanced Structures
and Buildings Allowance

Teesside International Airport

Business Rates Relief

18,000+

Jobs to be created

£200m+
Invested

£bn

Boost to the economy

4,500

Stamp Duty Land Tax
Exemption

Acres of land
To find out more about the Teesside Freeport visit www.teessidefreeport.com
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TEESSIDE INTERNATIONAL 			
AIRPORT AND BUSINESS PARK
Located in the heart of the Tees Valley, Teesside International Airport is perfectly
positioned with ideal development opportunities and an enviable transport
infrastructure. It was recently brought back into public ownership by the Tees Valley
Mayor and Combined Authority and there is a ten-year plan to grow the airport’s
services.
The airport acts as the international gateway for the region to global markets. Through daily services to London Heathrow
and Amsterdam Schiphol, residents and business across the north can access more than 200 worldwide destinations.
The region is a critical player in the North Sea oil, gas, offshore and renewables sector and as such is well served by daily
connections to Aberdeen, the Scottish Highlands & Islands as well as Scandinavia.

Business Park
Work is under way to develop a world-class 819-acre business park with unique airside access at Teesside International
Airport.
The development includes opportunities for high-quality offices, warehouses and logistics facilities as part of a
fast-growing airport community at the heart of a resurgent Tees Valley.
The site will form part of the Teesside Freeport, the UK’s largest Freeport, meaning investors can potentially benefit from
customs incentives, as well as a streamlined planning process.
A unique site
•

Office, warehouse and logistics development
opportunities

•

Part of the Teesside Freeport – the UK’s largest
freeport

•

Direct regular flights to London Heathrow and
Amsterdam Schiphol, providing easy links to two
of the world’s biggest airports and hundreds of
destinations worldwide
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•

Direct airside access to allow easy access for freight

•

An on-site rail freight link with passenger access to
the East Coast Main Line just six miles away (approx.
2.5 hours from Darlington to London)

•

Easy access to A1(M), A19 and A66

•

3.4million sq ft of flexible office, logistics and
commercial space across 270 acres
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SKILLS
The Tees Valley has a large catchment area of skilled labour experienced in delivering
big and complex projects. Businesses, education and training providers are working
in partnership to inform, shape, invest and deliver a world-class education and skills
system that provides a base for the economic growth for the future of the area. We work
closely with local businesses to identify current and future workforce needs to ensure
there is a readily available, experienced and skilled labour pool.
The Tees Valley is unique from most other areas, as
our devolution deal with Government means we are
able to deliver an effective and joined-up education and
skills system that works for local businesses. As part of
the devolution deal for the Tees Valley, the Tees Valley
Combined Authority took on responsibility for the Adult
Education Budget (AEB) to deliver adult skills provision
from 1 August 2019. The AEB funding targets the training
paths needed to better connect with business demand,
driving business growth and helping Tees Valley residents
fill the roles of today and tomorrow.
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The Tees Valley offers Apprenticeship Support Grants to
help SMEs take on apprentices aged 16+. The scheme
is funded by the Tees Valley Combined Authority and
supports SMEs in sectors facing high demand and growth
who are committed to creating new apprenticeships or
progressing their existing apprentice onto a higher level.
Skills Support for the Workforce provides free training and
skills planning support to eligible businesses based in
the Tees Valley. The region is also focused on supporting
people back into the labour market and is delivering the
Skills Support for the Unemployed (SSU) scheme, an
initiative to reduce long-term unemployment and the
numbers of young people and adults that continue to be
out of work.

Technical training providers

Teesside University

The region has a number of world-class training
facilities that specialise in technical training for
advanced manufacturing businesses. They use real
work environments with high-specification equipment
that matches that of an industrial setting, ensuring our
workforce is equipped with the skills, training and safety
awareness needed.

Teesside University is a key asset for the area, working
with local employers to deliver sector-related courses
and initiatives that support the local economy. It has
won national acclaim for Improving the Business
Environment, recognising initiatives that support
business and innovation growth. In 2021, Teesside
University became an Apple Distinguished School
highlighting its latest step in digital transformation
under its Future Facing Learning initiative, which has
prioritised the digital empowerment of staff and students
to innovate teaching. It has also been also awarded
the Times University of the Year for Social Inclusion in
recognition of its social diversity and work to embrace
social mobility and encourage greater participation from
underrepresented groups.

The Combined Authority works in partnership with
business, education and training providers to develop the
technical education provision in the region, so it equals the
academic system, through quality apprenticeships and the
introduction of T levels for 16–19-year-olds.
Demand for apprenticeships in the area is high,
demonstrating the appetite for practical skills and
training. There are a number of training providers based
in the region, including The Faraday Centre, which offers
electrical power training including HV and LV courses;
RelyOn Nutec, a leading health and safety training provider
for the offshore sector; TTE, the UK’s largest technical
training organisation in the engineering, process and
offshore sectors; NETA, which provides accredited courses
and apprenticeships in the engineering and offshore
sectors; and TWI, a global leader in technology and
engineering services.
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INVEST TEES VALLEY
Invest Tees Valley is the Combined Authority’s business investment team. There are
financial incentives and support available for companies looking to locate in the region,
such as the Northern Powerhouse Investment Fund and the Tees Valley Capital Grant
Scheme.
The business investment team makes investing here
easy and works with investors to understand their project
parameters and identify the key risks. It provides advice
and assistance to help mitigate those risks with the aim
of finding solutions to reduce the capital and operational
expenditure for potential investors.
The team can advise on funding streams to support
capital investment and make introductions to our network,
including strong connections with UK Government, cluster
and innovation specialists, as well as skills development
within local universities and colleges.
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Being one of only a few areas in the UK to have a Metro
Mayor and a devolution deal, the Tees Valley has a
competitive edge and investors can be confident that
decision-making here is done with our local businesses
in mind. Devolved decision-making helps us fulfil our
potential and develop and nurture businesses in a way that
will support them and the wider Tees Valley.
Significant funding has already been delivered to
ensure the area has the infrastructure to support major
investments. Over the next ten years Tees Valley Combined
Authority will be investing £588million across six key
themes. This investment in our transport, culture, skills,
innovation, communities and businesses growth will make
the Tees Valley an even better place to do business.

LIFESTYLE
The Tees Valley offers a great standard of living with a richly diverse landscape, from
picturesque villages to charming market towns and a beautiful coastline to stunning
countryside.
The region has a thriving independent scene, with Baker
and Bedford Streets in Middlesbrough, as well as Yarm,
Darlington and Saltburn offering café and coffee culture,
and unique independent shopping alternatives.
If you love the outdoors then the Tees Valley is the ideal
location for you. Enjoy water sports along the River Tees
or at our coastal villages. If you prefer cycling and hiking,
Guisborough Woods, the North York Moors and coastal
paths around Saltburn provide a range of options, all with
stunning views across the region. The Lake District and
Yorkshire Dales are within a 1.5 hour drive too. Quality of
life is good here because people get more for their money.
There is a superb variety of homes to suit most incomes.
From country cottages to new builds and Victorian houses
to executive apartments, there is something for everyone.

The average house price across the Tees Valley is
£142,237, which means you have more money to spend on
the important things.
Nine out of ten Tees Valley primary schools are either good
or outstanding and apprenticeships and support schemes
create pathways for our young people. Schools, such as
Yarm School and Teesside High, offer co-educational,
independent education for pupils aged 3-18. Conyers, in
Yarm, and Egglescliffe and Hurworth are excellent, high
performing comprehensive schools.
Not many areas allow you to live less than 30 minutes from
outstanding coast, stunning countryside and the office.
With a high quality of life and low cost of living, the perfect
work-life balance is easier to find when you live in the Tees
Valley.
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CONTACT

Hartlepool

Stockton-on-Tees
Darlington

Redcar & Cleveland

Middlesbrough

For more detailed information, please get in touch with the Business Investment Team

T: 01642 524400
Invest Tees Valley

E: info@teesinvest.com

www.teesinvest.com

