OFFSHORE
WIND
THE UK’S PREMIER LOCATION FOR OFFSHORE WIND

OFFSHORE WIND
SECTOR

WHY THE
TEES VALLEY

The UK sets the standard in the offshore wind sector, providing more support
for offshore wind than any other country in the world. We now have the largest
installed offshore wind capacity in the world, with 9.8 gigawatts (GW) installed
which will rise to 19.5 GW by the mid-2020s.
Since 2010, the UK has attracted 48% of new investments,
making it the biggest offshore wind market in recent years.
The growth of offshore wind in the UK is largely due to its
sophisticated infrastructure capability and highly capable
supply chain.
The UK’s Offshore Wind Sector Deal is an ambitious
partnership between the Government and industry,
driving forward the offshore wind sector and raising
the productivity and competitiveness of UK companies,
ensuring the UK continues to play a leading role in the
sector. The Government has committed to 40GW of
generating capacity by 2030, with a strong emphasis
on UK content and local supply chains.
These ambitions will be realised through an industry
investment into the Offshore Wind Growth Partnership
of up to £250million, supporting better, high-paying jobs
right across the UK.

In the country today there are more than 430,000 jobs in
low carbon businesses and their supply chains, employing
people in locations right across the UK. Research
published by the Offshore Wind Industry Council (OWIC)
in 2021 shows that the number of people working in direct
and indirect jobs in the UK’s world-leading offshore wind
industry is set to rise significantly from 26,000 currently
to more than 69,800 by 2026
There are 420 businesses in the Clean Energy sector
in the Tees Valley, an increase in 20% from 2015. The
sector employs 5,740 people and contributed more than
£400million GVA to the UK economy in 2020, a rise of 1.5%
from the past year, compared to a 1.1% rise nationally,
showing the potential the region has to deliver clean
energy projects and become the UK’s clean energy
powerhouse.

The Tees Valley is the leading
export-focused and energy-intensive
industrial cluster in the UK and
the region is at the forefront of
the clean energy revolution.
Geographically, the Tees Valley is ideally positioned for
servicing offshore industries. Situated on the North East
coast, it is centred around a complex of port facilities,
offering easy access to the North Sea Basin and Dogger
Bank, the world’s largest offshore wind development.
The area’s rich history of industry and innovation
is complemented by a highly skilled and readily
available workforce, specialising in manufacturing,
engineering and offshore industries. There is also
an established supply chain and growing cluster of
renewable businesses investing in the region.

The Tees Valley’s ambitions in the renewable sector are
reflected in the investment in the area. Teesworks, part of the
Freeport, will play a huge part in those ambitions. Currently
under construction is a 1km heavy-lift quay on the south bank
of the river. The quay will provide instant access to more than
500 acres of manufacturing, storage and mobilisation facilities.
There has already been a string of announcements on
the Teesworks site, including SeAH Wind’s multimillionpound monopile manufacturing facility and Circular
Fuels’ waste to energy plant. With £20million of
Government backing, it is expected the site will house
up to three manufacturers to support the development
of the next generation of offshore wind projects.

MULTIMILLION-POUND INVESTMENTS TO CREATE
WORLD’S BIGGEST MONOPILE MANUFACTURING
FACILITY CURRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION
HOME TO BRITAIN’S BIGGEST &
FIRST OPERATIONAL FREEPORT
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The area is also home to the UK’s biggest and first
operational Freeport. The Teesside Freeport spans 4,500
acres and is connected via rail, road and sea, as well as an
international airport providing a gateway to global markets.

HEAVY-LIFT QUAY UNDER
CONSTRUCTION TO SERVICE
OFFSHORE WIND INDUSTRY
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LOCATION
A19

The Tees Valley is made up of five distinct boroughs, Darlington, Hartlepool,
Middlesbrough, Redcar & Cleveland and Stockton-on-Tees. It is home to almost 700,000
people, an international airport and the deepest water port on the east coast of England.
It has a reputation for excellence in innovation and industry and is home to Britain’s
biggest and first operational Freeport as well as the Government’s new Darlington
Economic Campus.
The Tees Valley is centrally located on the UK’s east coast and is perfectly positioned for
servicing the whole UK offshore wind market. It is an ideal location to access the North
Sea, with direct access to strategic offshore wind farms including Dogger Bank and
Hornsea. The area has excellent links with Scotland, the North East and the
Humber, providing a pivotal role in the UK supply chain. The Tees Valley
provides significant logistics cost savings against shipping from
other parts of Western Europe.
With multiple deep water sites and operational
assets positioned along ten miles of the River
Tees, coupled with world-class engineering
skills, the Tees Valley is well placed to
service the UK’s 8GW plus of installed
offshore wind assets and the 2.6GW
currently in construction.

Hartlepool
Port

Hartlepool
Teesworks

Teesport

Stockton-on-Tees

Darlington
A66

A1

Darlington
Main Line
Train Station

Middlesbrough

Redcar & Cleveland

Eaglescliffe

Teesside International Airport

Edinburgh

Tees Valley – Edinburgh
2hr by rail

Tees Valley is centrally
located for easy access
to the whole of the UK

Newcastle
North East
of England

A19

Leeds
Manchester
Liverpool

Hull

A1(M)

Tees Valley – London
2hr 20min by rail

Multiple deep water sites

Daily flights connect
Teesside to the world
via Amsterdam Schiphol

Population of around
700,000 with
2.5million people
located within 1hr drive

Low cost of living =
high quality of life

East Coast Main Line at
Darlington enables a
2hr 20min journey to
central London,
services every 30mins

80% of all UK wind
farms within a 24hr
vessel time

Ten miles of operational
river along the Tees

Situated within 1hr
of six key universities
including Teesside,
Durham, Newcastle
and Leeds

There is also easy access to the whole of the UK via
the strategic road and rail network, with the A19,
A1(M) and A66 providing easy access to the north,
south, east and west while the East Coast Main Line
train station provides easy access to London and
Edinburgh.
Teesside International Airport connects the Tees
Valley to more than 200 global destinations via the
service to Amsterdam’s Schiphol hub.

London
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TEESWORKS
Teesworks is the UK’s largest and most connected industrial zone, home to diverse,
sustainable and low-carbon activity. The 4,500-acre site sits at the heart of the Teesside
Freeport, Britain’s biggest freeport, on the banks of the River Tees and offers immediate
connectivity to Teesport, the North Sea and global markets. It is the site of SeAH Wind’s
mammoth monopile manufacturing facility, the Net Zero Teesside project, led by bp, and
Circular Fuels’ waste to energy plant, as the region bids to become the UK’s net zero
capital.
Huge projects, like Net Zero Teesside, the UK’s premier
carbon capture, utilisation and storage project, and
MGT, the world’s largest biomass power plant, place
the emphasis on sustainability, modern industry and
renewable activity.
The site also has plans to become the UK’s leading
location for offshore wind, with a new quay currently
under construction to service the sector. The construction
of the quay is due to be completed by 2022, making it the
ideal location to service the world’s biggest offshore wind
farm, Dogger Bank.

Teesworks sits at the heart of the Teesside Freeport and
benefits from tax and customs relief. It is the largest
area of freeport in the UK and will be the biggest low tax
customs zone in the UK.
Nearby, Wilton International – also part of the Teesside
Freeport – works in tandem with Teesworks and is one
of the UK’s most important locations for the process
industry, offering low-cost utilities. Other key assets on
the site include PD Ports, the UK’s Northern gateway for
global shippers, Redcar Bulk Terminal, the deepest port
on the East coast of England, and Northumbrian Water’s
treatment facility.

South Bank Quay
A new 1km heavy-lift quay is currently under construction
on the south bank of the river to specifically service the
offshore energy sector. The new offshore wind port is
supported with £20million of Government investment. The
quay will provide instant access to more than 500 acres of
manufacturing, storage and mobilisation facilities, making
it ideal for offshore wind manufacturing.

SeAH Wind has already started construction on
multimillion-pound investment on the site, with its huge
monopile manufacturing facility. It is expected the South
Bank will house up to three offshore manufacturers,
paving the way for Teesworks to become the UK’s premier
location for offshore wind.

The quay is an essential step towards establishing a
clean energy cluster and is earmarked to be operational
by the end of 2022. With Dogger Bank Zone A starting
construction in 2022, the new quay facility is primed to take
advantage of opportunities and subsequent works required
for Zones B and C.
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THE TEESSIDE FREEPORT
The Teesside Freeport is the UK’s biggest and first operational Freeport.
Freeports are tax and secure customs zones where business can be carried out inside
a country’s land border, but where normal tax and customs rules don’t apply.
There are two types of zones within the Freeport, each with different advantages
– tax zones and customs zones. Companies can benefit from either of these
or a combination of both, depending on land selection and location.

Up to 45km

Primary
Customs Site

Tax zones benefits

Business Rates
Relief

Enhanced Structures
and Buildings
Allowance

Up to 45km

Enhanced Capital
Allowances

River Tees

Employer NI
Contributions
Rate Relief

Underdeveloped Site

Underdeveloped
Customs Site

Stamp Duty Land
Tax Exemption
Manufacturing Facility

Supply Chain

Customs zones benefits
Duty Suspension
on Entry

8 | Offshore Wind

Duty Exemptions
for Re-Exports

Duty Flexibility to
Select Most Beneficial
Treatment on Imports

Key
Existing Site

Customs Site

Tax Site

Road

Outer Boundary
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PORTS AND SITES
The Tees Valley has multiple deep-water sites and operational assets positioned along
ten miles of the River Tees. Many have heavy-lift capabilities and hardstanding space for
manufacturing, storage and assembly and experience of handling key energy projects.

Teesport

ABLE Middlesbrough Port

ABLE Seaton Port

Hartlepool Docks

Teesport is the UK’s fifth largest maritime complex and
boasts world-class infrastructure and facilities, unparalleled
connectivity servicing a variety of key global markets. It is one
of the UK’s busiest ports and handles around 28million tonnes
of cargo each year.

Covering 16 hectares (40 acres) and offering 9,900m² of workshop
and assembly space, Middlesbrough Port has six quays, including
a 220-metre quay. Middlesbrough Port has been used for a variety
of heavy-lift projects in the past.

The 51-hectare (126-acre) ABLE Seaton Port near Hartlepool
is just 1.8 nautical miles from the open sea. It has some of
the strongest quays in Europe, with a heavy load-out pad area
capable of 60T/m² and quayside depths of 15 metres. Announced
in August 2018, ABLE Seaton Port will accommodate MHI
Vestas’ construction of 90 turbines (V164- 9.5 MW machines)
for Triton Knoll. Turbine tower sections, blades and nacelles
will be assembled at Seaton Port, before being loaded on to
construction vessels for transport and installation at the wind
farm, more than 30 kilometres offshore.

Hartlepool Docks and surrounding estate covers more than
300 acres with five general cargo berths, all with quay depths of
up to eight metres as well as lay-down space for wind turbine
towers, blades, cable reels and other components. EDF’s
Teesside Offshore Wind Site (Round 1) was assembled and
installed using Hartlepool Docks as its base. EDF has its O&M
(operations and maintenance) facility at Hartlepool to support
the 62.1 MW Teesside Wind Farm, incorporating a new training
facility. Hartlepool Docks is also home to JDR Cables, producing
subsea ultra-long length cables and umbilicals.

Tees Advanced Manufacturing Park

Redcar Bulk Terminal

Teesworks – South Bank Quay

Port of Middlesbrough

TeesAMP is a £22.5million manufacturing park covering
11 hectares (27 acres) in Middlesbrough which is bringing
forward new, high quality buildings and facilities for new
investors. TeesAMP is home to The Welding Institute (TWI),
one of the UK’s foremost industrial research organisations,
housing the Offshore Wind Validation Centre (OWVC) which
offers research and validation services for offshore wind tower
manufacturers.

Redcar Bulk Terminal is a deep-water marine terminal situated
on the south bank of the River Tees. The Terminal operates a
320-metre-long quay equipped with two rail mounted gantry
cranes with both grab and hook capability and can handle fully
laden cape-size vessels with drafts up to 17 metres. The extensive
Terminal storage area lying immediately adjacent to the quay
extends over an area of 130 hectares to provide short and longterm storage for a variety of bulk cargoes as well as assembly and
disassembly of large offshore wind projects.

South Bank is the westernmost point of Teesworks. Sitting on
the banks of the River Tees, it can accommodate 4,500,000sq ft
for manufacturing, logistics and distribution. A dedicated
quay will service the offshore sector, offering a 125-acre
hardstanding for manufacturing, storage and mobilisation. With
immediate access to the River Tees and the North Sea, the 1km
quay will provide global firms with 500 acres of development
land. Construction on the quay has already commenced, with
completion expected by the end of 2022, in time for the next
phase of the Dogger Bank development.

Ideally positioned on the River Tees, Port of Middlesbrough
provides full freight logistics across a number of sectors
including energy, automotive, dry bulk cargo and breakbulk.
Owned and operated by AV Dawson, it is experienced in
supporting key energy projects and specialist mobilisation and
demobilisation projects. The port can handle a range of complex
projects and has experience in cable storage and mobilisation
between vessels. The site also offers adaptable warehouse and
storage facilities and 42-metre-high fabrication halls, ideal for
large energy and fabrication projects. It also offers a number of
other services including layby, spooling and storage.
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RESEARCH &
DEVELOPMENT

SUPPLY CHAIN

Research and Technology organisations including CPI, part of the High Value
Manufacturing Catapult, TWI, Offshore Renewable Energy Catapult and the Materials
Processing Institute provide unparalleled expertise and support in the development
of clean technologies.

With one of the biggest integrated complexes in the UK, the Tees Valley has vast
experience in manufacturing, engineering and offshore industries, and this is reflected
in the established supply chain and skilled local workforce.

ORE Catapult is the UK’s leading technology innovation
and research centre for offshore renewable energy.
With a base in the North East, it supports the growth of
companies in the offshore sector by bringing together
industry and academia and driving innovation.

There are currently more than 400 direct and 3,000
indirect businesses in the Tees Valley operating in
the offshore sector, employing around more than
5,000 people and the area is home to industryleading names in the offshore sector.

Supporting the ongoing drive for clean energy and
sustainability, the Net Zero Industry Innovation Centre
is the latest development at the expanding Net Zero
Innovation Hub, spearheaded by Teesside University
and based on the Tees Advanced Manufacturing Park
(TeesAMP) in Middlesbrough. The Net Zero Innovation
Hub brings together expert insight, resources and

partnerships to grow net-zero capabilities and
opportunities, placing the region at the forefront of the
clean energy agenda and helping to create hundreds
more clean energy jobs.
The NZIIC will be industry-led and industry-focused
in its approach, working with business partners and
key organisations, including the Materials Processing
Institute and TWI, and will focus on developing new
approaches to tackle the impact of waste and pollution
on the environment, utilising expertise around industrial
decarbonisation, sustainability and the circular economy.

There are major opportunities for innovation and
collaboration with a world-leading, growing cluster of
offshore manufacturing businesses. All aspects of the
supply chain are located in the North East, from blade
manufacturing to subsea, transition pieces and O&M
facilities – there is everything here to support offshore
investment.

Developed and delivered by NOF, Energi Coast is the
North East of England’s Offshore Wind Cluster.
Made up of more than 30 key regional businesses
and stakeholder organisations involved in offshore
wind, the industry group works to showcase the vast
supply chain capabilities in this sector within North
East England, promote the region as a key hub for
servicing both the UK and international offshore
wind markets and address the themes arising
from the sector deal announced in early 2019.
The industry group is made up of Developers, Ports,
Supply Chain, Skills & Academia, Innovation & Research
Organisations and the two Local Enterprise Partnerships.
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ACADEMIC CLUSTER

Northumbria University
Newcastle University

Newcastle
The Tees Valley has a large catchment area of skilled labour experienced in delivering
big and complex projects. We have invested heavily in the workforce and work closely
with businesses to identify current and future needs to ensure we have a readily
available, experienced and skilled labour pool.

Attracting Talent to the Region

Apprenticeships

■

Sit in the centre of a cluster of universities

■

Four leading Russell Group universities within 		
one hour

■

Between them around 9,000 engineering graduates

■

Two leading relevant research centres

■

Industry-led technical training at TTE and NETA

■

General FE provision across a network of colleges

Demand for apprenticeships in the area is high,
demonstrating the appetite for practical skills and
training. There are a number of training providers
based in the region, including The Faraday Centre,
which offers electrical power training such as HV
and LV courses; RelyOn Nutec, a leading health and
safety training provider for the offshore sector; TTE,
the UK’s largest technical training organisation in the
engineering, process and offshore sectors; NETA, which
provides accredited courses and apprenticeships in
the engineering and offshore sectors; and TWI,
a global leader in technology and engineering services.

University of Sunderland
Durham University

Hartlepool
A19
Stockton-on-Tees TWI

NETA

Darlington

A66

CPI

Middlesbrough

Redcar & Cleveland

TTE

A174

Whitby

Teesside University

North York Moors
A1(M)

Scarborough

York

University of Leeds
Leeds

M62
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University of York

Leeds Beckett University

M1
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ROUTE TO NET ZERO
The Tees Valley has fast become the go-to region to develop clean gas, hydrogen and
low-carbon technologies, with a growing reputation as the UK’s premier location for
clean energy. It aims to create the world’s first Net Zero industrial cluster by 2040
and provides plenty of options for Net Zero power for potential investors working in
manufacturing and chemical process.

Manufacturing

Net Zero Teesside

Net Zero Energy Opportunities

The Tees Valley is home to Net Zero Teesside, the
UK’s most developed and most deliverable CCUS
project. The consortium of some of the world’s
largest oil companies led by bp, has partnered with
Zero Carbon Humber, a similar project, to form the
Northern Endurance Partnership. Net Zero Teesside
will see the development of an offshore pipeline that
will capture carbon dioxide emissions and transport
them to be permanently stored deep underground.

Offshore wind
■

Sofia landing site (next to Teesworks)

■

EDF to use near shore wind farm to supply hydrogen
to local businesses

Solar
■

Plans to create solar farm on Teesworks

Thermal

Bio Economy

Energy from
Waste

Carbon
Capture Usage
& Storage

Renewable
Electricity

Hydrogen

■

Net Zero Teesside – Gas peaker plant connected
to CCUS

The Tees Valley leads the way in hydrogen production
and storage, with 50% of the UK’s hydrogen being
produced here. A hydrogen pipeline connects major
cluster sites and the region has existing storage
caverns. The investment being made in the region in
hydrogen is second to none, with a number of exciting
projects being delivered over the next ten years.

■

Whitetail – Super critical CO₂ power on Wilton
International site

■

MGT – 300MW biomass plant being commissioned
on site

■

Energy from Waste – Several projects ongoing,
including two on Teesworks site

Hydrogen projects include:
Renewables

Industry

Direct grid connection
■

325MW capacity available

Blue hydrogen
■

Kellas Midstream (1GW plant)

■

bp (1GW plant)

Green hydrogen

Hydrogen

Linked to renewable energy production

Housing

■

Protium (up to 60MW)

■

EDF (hydrogen connected to near shore wind)

■

bp (500MW)

Transport
Production
Innovation Hub
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SUPPORT

LIFESTYLE

Invest Tees Valley is the Tees Valley Combined Authority’s business investment team.
There are financial incentives and support available for companies looking to locate
in the region, such as the Northern Powerhouse Investment Fund and the Tees Valley
Capital Grant Scheme. On top of this, incentives at the UK’s biggest Freeport will help
businesses realise significative savings through tax and customs incentives.
The business investment team makes investing in the
Tees Valley easy. The team works with investors to
understand project parameters and identify key risks.
The team provides advice and assistance to help mitigate
those risks with the aim of finding solutions to reduce
the capital and operational expenditure for potential
investors. It can also advise on funding streams to
support capital investment and make introductions
to our network, including strong connections with UK
Government, cluster and innovation specialists, as well as
skills development within local universities and colleges.
Support is also available through organisations such as
NOF (Northern Offshore Forum) and Energi Coast – the
region’s offshore wind cluster that showcases the vast
supply chain opportunities in the region and promotes
the region as a key hub for servicing UK and international
offshore wind markets.
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These organisations bring together the local supply chain
to ensure that key offshore wind developments, such as
Dogger Bank and Sofia Offshore Wind Farm, maximise as
much local content as possible.
Companies who choose to invest in the Tees Valley’s
booming offshore wind industry will also benefit from
a first-class level of support to help them become
established and quickly embedded into the local cluster.
The proposed Business Central Two facility will include
new state-of-the-art office and laboratory space. Built
at Central Park, which is strategically located next to
Darlington railway station and the East Coast Main Line,
Business Central Two will also provide new occupiers with
immediate access to the innovation and skills expertise at
CPI and the National Horizons Centre, potentially seeding
new collaborative growth opportunities.

The Tees Valley offers a great standard of
living with a richly diverse landscape, from
picturesque villages to charming market
towns and a beautiful coastline to stunning
countryside.

There is a superb variety of homes to suit most incomes.
From country cottages to new builds and Victorian houses
to executive apartments, there is something for everyone.
The average house price across the Tees Valley is
£142,237, which means you have more money to spend
on the important things.

The region has a thriving independent scene, with Baker
and Bedford Streets in Middlesbrough, as well as Yarm,
Darlington and Saltburn offering café and coffee culture,
and unique independent shopping alternatives.

Nine out of ten Tees Valley primary schools are either
good or outstanding and apprenticeships and support
schemes create pathways for our young people. Schools
such as Yarm School and Teesside High offer
co-educational, independent education for pupils aged
3-18. Conyers, in Yarm, and Egglescliffe and Hurworth are
excellent, high performing comprehensive schools.

If you love the outdoors then the Tees Valley is the ideal
location for you. Enjoy water sports along the River Tees
or at our coastal villages. If you prefer cycling and hiking,
Guisborough Woods, the North York Moors and coastal
paths around Saltburn provide a range of options, all with
stunning views across the region. The Lake District and
Yorkshire Dales are within a 1.5 hour drive too. Quality of
life is good here because people get more for their money.

Not many areas allow you to live less than 30 minutes
from outstanding coast, stunning countryside and the
office. With a high quality of life and low cost of living,
the perfect work-life balance is easier to find when you
live in the Tees Valley.
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CONTACT

Hartlepool

Stockton-on-Tees
Darlington

Redcar & Cleveland

Middlesbrough

For more detailed information,
please get in touch with the
Business Investment Team

T: 01642 524400
E: info@teesinvest.com
www.teesinvest.com

@TeesValleyCA

@TeesValleyCA

@TeesValleyCA

